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LESSON PLAN & TEACHER’S NOTES 
DESCRIBING PEOPLE  (VERSION 2)
	MAIN AIM

To enable learners to develop effective composing strategies and improve as writers through the use of computer technology and authentic materials.

OBJECTIVES

To:

a) Teach students how to describe people for specific purposes, b) Enable students to identify different types of descriptions. c) Familiarize students with authentic input materials. d) Provide practice in pair and group work and in skills integration. e) Practise   drafting, redrafting and revising techniques. f) Practise reading and assessing peer work. g) Extend learners’ computer literacy by producing a written description using the Web and the Word Processor.

STUDENTS

State Junior High School Class, 21 students, age 13-14, αρχάριοι & προχωρημένοι 

ASSUMPTIONS

1) The learners are computer literate and can use the Word Processor and the Internet Explorer.

2) Learners have a positive attitude towards pair & group work

HARDWARE/ SOFTWARE/ MATERIALS

1) PCs connected to a local network &   Internet

2) A  laser printer 
3) Word Processor-   

    Word files
4) E-mail

 5) Internet Explorer-
 Internet sites: 
a) on-line dictionary

www.yourdictionary.com
b)

http://www.fbi.gov/mostwant/topten/fugitives/dorantes.htm
c)

http://www.newcomerstown.com/Susan.html
d)

http://www.missuniverse.com/missuniverse/index.html
e)
http://www.talkeasy.co.uk/link/materials/esl11.html
LESSON ORGANISATION:
APPENDIXII.doc
	PROCEDURE

Before the lesson starts, the teacher distributes a worksheet with step by step instructions for the students.

 (APPENDIXI.doc)
Pre-writing stage
Step 1: Warm up (in pairs)
1) The teacher asks learners to open a word file that contains a picture of a famous couple (APPENDIXIII.doc), look at the picture and try to think of adjectives that can describe the two people. 
2) The teacher asks students: What are the things that one should have in mind when describing people? Students are prompted to answer that physical appearance, character, hobbies and interests could be included in the description of a person. 

3) Students are asked to access the site

http://www.talkeasy.co.uk/link/materials/esl11.html or click on APPENDIXIV.doc, where they can find useful vocabulary for describing people (appearance & character). The teacher tries to elicit more relevant vocabulary from the students.
------------------------------------------

Step 2: Pre-writing Web-based and Word-processing activities

1) (In groups) students are asked to open the word document :  APPENDIXVIII.doc look at the title that corresponds to their group and try to predict the content. 

2)Learners are asked to access the following sites:

 Groups 1,4,7:

http://www.fbi.gov/mostwant/topten/fugitives/dorantes.htm or click on  APPENDIXV.doc
Groups 2,5:

http://www.newcomerstown.com/Susan.html or click on APPENDIXVI.doc
Groups 3,6:

http://www.missuniverse.com/missuniverse/index.html or click APPENDIXVII.doc
3) Each group must keep notes on the Word Processor regarding their text. Notes should refer to the way each person is described, what kind of information is included etc.

4) Groups must save their notes in a Word document under the title: Describing people and discuss their findings with the other groups. 

5) Each group visits consecutively the other two sites to verify what has been discussed.

6) When students finish reading the texts, the teacher asks: a) what are the differences and similarities between the three descriptions? b) What is the purpose of each description? 

7) The teacher asks students to look at Step 2/10 on their sheets (APPENDIXI.doc) where there are some difficult words from the three texts and try to explain them. Students are invited to visit the on-line dictionary www.yourdictionary.com
 to look up any unknown words and to listen to their pronunciation.     

The teacher monitors the procedure and assists students when necessary.

------------------------------------------
Writing stage

In groups:
Students are asked to look at the writing task on their worksheets (APPENDIXI.doc). They should work in groups to write a description of a person they know is missing. The description, in the form of an announcement, will be sent to an Internet site for missing people.  

Step 1: Drafting

1) Students look at the three texts and their notes to elicit  ideas and vocabulary.

2) Groups jot down ideas and prepare a rough plan. 

3) Students read, assess and revise each other’s work. They discuss content and organisational problems.

4)The teacher provides consultation.
------------------------------------------

Step 2: Composing

1) Students start writing their descriptions. The teacher advises learners to use word processing capacities (copying, pasting, thesaurus etc). 
3) When they finish writing, they discuss possible improvements and adjustments.
------------------------------------------
Step 3: Revising
1) Students complete their descriptions.

2) The teacher reminds them to use the spell/grammar checker to correct surface errors. 

3) When students finish their descriptions they must use various word processing functions (font, bold, colors, underlining, frames), to make it as eye catching as possible. They can also insert symbols or pictures from clipart.
------------------------------------------
Post-Writing stage

Step 1: Feedback

Option 1

1) When the groups finalise their descriptions, they print them out and submit copies to the teacher and to the members of the other group.

2) Each group presents their description orally in class.

3) The teacher and the students  provide feedback on each other’s work regarding content, language and presentation.

…………………………………..
Option 2
1) Each group sends their description to the teacher and to the members of the other groups via e-mail.
2) The teacher sends written feedback to the groups via e-mail.

3) Groups comment on each other’s work via e-mail.
	OBJECTIVES 
(Step 1:1, 2 & 3) 

● To capture attention, to activate relevant prior knowledge. 
●To elicit vocabulary relevant to the subject.

●To prepare students for the Web-based and Word-Processing activities.
-------------------------------
1-7)●To integrate the four communicative skills and to promote group work.
1) ● To raise student expectations and interest.
2) ●To practise using the Web for collecting information.
●To practise skimming & scanning.
●To familiarize
 students with different kinds of descriptions.
3) ●To make use of the 

Word processor and practise note-keeping.

4)●To practise

information exchanging and to develop speaking and listening skills. 
5,6)●To increase
 student awareness of the ways in which descriptions can be written in widely differing styles according to the purpose for writing them.
7) ●To extend student research skills and to build up relevant vocabulary.

. 

-------------------------------

Writing stage aims
●To present writing as an interactive process.

●To exploit the Word Processing properties 

●To practise writing a description for a specific purpose.

●To encourage peer feedback.
●To extend student familiarity with the Word Processor. 

-------------------------------
-------------------------------
. 
------------------------------

Options 1 & 2

1-3) ●To make students more conscious of their mistakes and wrong choices.
●To familiarise students with oral presentations.

●To practise speaking and listening to peers. 

………………………….
1-3)

●To extend communication beyond the classroom via e-mail. 
	TIME
15min
--------

25min
--------

10 min

--------

20min

--------

10min

--------

10min


IMPORTANT NOTES

● Flexibility is the key word for the successful implementation of the present ‘broad-based’ lesson as well as of any computer-mediated lesson. Computers allow for adaptation of lessons to meet the varying needs of learners in differing learning environments. 
● Internet sites (URLs): If any of the sites are not active any more, don’t worry, you can always substitute the present texts with texts from similar/relevant active sites!!!
ΕΛΕΝΗ ΠΑΠΑΜΙΧΑΛΑΚΗ

